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Places are selling out fast for the Annual Convention!   
 

This is your final reminder to book a place at the West Sussex Beekeep-
ers’ Spring Convention.  Details and the Booking form were sent out 
with your Division’s January Newsletter and are on the WSBKA website.  
You will have seen that the Convention has again attracted a renowned 
group of speakers to cover a wide range of topics throughout the day.  
There is something for everyone, beginner to expert.   
 

Apart from the three main 
lectures there are two ses-
sions where you can 
choose which seminar to 
join and it is a great op-
portunity to catch up with 
beekeeping colleagues 
throughout the County 
and beyond.  
 

Bookings are well up on 
previous years so if you would like to attend the 2015 Convention, book 
now to ensure you get a place and can attend your preferred seminars. 
 

You can also stock up on equipment and reading matter for the coming 
season.  Paynes Southdown Bee Farms will bring a range of equipment 
and books to the Convention, so don’t forget your shopping list! 
 

For West Sussex Beekeepers there is a special price of £20 per person. 
Members of other associations and non-members, £25.  On the day if 
space allows, £25. 
 
 

Contact: Gordon Allan on 01798 343470  
Email wsbkaconvention@gmail.com  
See the website www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/convention. 
 

The Association’s Convention 

 

Saturday 28th February 
9.30am – 4.30 pm  

Lodge Hill, Pulborough 
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Jim Norfolk updates on the Queen Survey launched last month 
 

So far I have had 3 replies to the survey sent out with the last County News, as well as my own 
and the data from our Aldingbourne apiary, comprising a total of 41 colonies at the start of 2014.  
All are from rural areas with Oilseed Rape as a main crop.  A big thank you to the people who 
have replied so far, one each from Central Sussex, Chichester and Wisborough Green. 
 

I have drawn some tentative conclusions and also taken on board comments and modified the 
form. 
 

About 20% (8 out of 39) of queens whose origin was known at the start of the year, were in their second year and 
none were older.  
 

88% (36 out of 41) of the overwintered queens were replaced between March and July.  
March (1); April (2); May (18); June (8); July (7).  Of the rest, two were subsequently lost, one re-queened and one 
became a drone layer.  Only one original 2013 queen made it to winter. 
 

Were most of these queens replaced during swarm control and this percentage merely reflected the fact that al-
most all colonies made preparations to swarm last year or were they superseded or replaced by the beekeeper or 
even lost?  I have put in a further question asking where did the first new queen come from. 
 

Only 15 of the first replacement queens in the 41 colonies (36.5%) went into this winter.  Another question was 
needed to find out more about later new queens.  Was this more swarming activity in a long, fine summer, routine 
re-queening, supersedure of new queens or something else?  
 

There were 5 colonies where new queens were drone layers, presumably unmated, and 2 colonies were identified 
with drone in worker cells.  6 queens were reported as lost and 4 of the first new queens were noted to have been 
superseded.  
 

I presented the preliminary data to Chichester BKA and the consensus among the long-standing members present 
was it used not to be like this.  So if you have old colony records we can look at please let me know.  
 

There are published claims that neonicotinoids may contribute to queen failure and early supersedure. 2014 was 
the last of the neonicotinoid-treated autumn-sown OSR.  Will there be any difference in 2015 with no neonicotinoid 
treated OSR?  This is an opportunity to test the theory using citizen science.  I hope to extend the survey to apiaries 
in other parts of the country where  OSR isn't grown. 
 

For 2015 I propose we try using a 10 x 10 rhombus to sample the early brood.  Take a piece of clear plastic and put 
over a sheet of foundation.  Use a felt pen to mark out an area of 100 cells.  This rhombus can be placed over a 
frame of brood to estimate brood quality.  You should repeat the count over several frames and take an average.  
Almost all brood in the replies so far is recorded as normal, without qualification.  It would be useful to know the 
percentage of empty brood cells and the incidence of drone in worker cells.  A high proportion of empty cells is in-
dicative of inbreeding where diploid drone larvae have been removed by the workers.  Inbreeding was suggested as 
a cause of the queen problems when the project was presented at the BBKA forum last autumn.  Drones in worker 
cells is a sign that the queen may be failing and running out of sperm to fertilise her eggs. 
 

The newer survey is included in this newsletter.  Please take the time to complete it from last year's records, so we 
have a fuller picture of what happened in our colonies last year.  Please return any completed 2014 surveys with 
comments to jimnorfolk@btinternet.com as soon as possible.  I have a slot to put a short report in BBKA News as a 
prelude to a National survey and the deadline for copy is 15 February so any early returns will be included. 
 
 

Jim Norfolk 
Chairman West Sussex BKA 
 

Queen Survey Update 

mailto:jimnorfolk@btinternet.com
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2014 Queen Survey (v.2)   This survey can also be downloaded in ‘Word’ format from the website 

 
This is for colony records for 2014 only, although we do ask you for treatment records for the previous 
autumn/winter.  Please DO NOT include colonies that started as swarms during 2014.  Please answer 
questions on swarms later. 
 

How many colonies did you have on 1st Sept 2014? …..........  Please include nuclei on standard frames, 
but not mini-nucs (e.g. Apideas).   
 

Apiary Location: i.e. nearest town/village ….................................................... 

Type of apiary location e.g. urban □, suburban □, rural □ 
Commercial Crops:  OSR □, field beans □, orchard fruit □, soft fruit □.   

Other …...........................................................(Include any within 2 miles that make a major contribution) 
 

What treatments have you used in the last year? 
Autumn 2013      ........................................................…...................... 
Winter  2013/14  ....................................................…......................... 
Spring   2014        ................................................................................ 
Summer 2014      .................................................…............................. 
To help in filling out please see guidance notes below.  Each colony should go in one column. 

If necessary continue on a separate sheet for additional colonies (download from the website). 
Include queens reared in normal colonies on standard frames. i.e. do not include mating nucs or Apideas 
etc.  If you don’t know leave answer blank. 

 Colony ID     

1 Age of queen in March 
2014 (years)  

    

2 Was early brood normal or 
drone in worker cells?  

    

3 If queen replaced what was 
the reason and where was 
the queen from? 

    

4 Month 1st new queen 
started laying. 

    

5 Was brood from this queen 
normal or drone layer or 
queen lost ? 

    

6 If there was a second later 
new queen state her origin 
and month she started 
laying. 

    

7 Was brood from this 2nd 
new queen normal or 
drone layer or queen lost? 

    

8 Which queen went into 
winter?  Row 1, 3 or 6?  If 
none of them what hap-
pened? 
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Guidance notes for above: 
 
Q1.  If the queen came from elsewhere please indicate e.g. Bought in or given, or in a swarm.  If you make 

a  split, start a new column for this new colony and put the month in the top row.  If a swarm or new 
colony, start a new column and give the month. 

Q2.  Ideally this should be the state of the brood at the first or second inspection in the spring. 
Q3.  Why was the old queen changed, was she culled, moved, superseded or a new queen raised?  If a 
new queen was introduced was she one you had raised, local, UK or import? 
Q4.  State the month a new queen started laying or if she was lost, the month she emerged. 
Q5.  Please indicate the brood from the young queen NOT the one she has replaced. 
Q6.  Only complete this if a second new queen was either reared or introduced.  If introduced, was she 
one you had raised, local, UK or import? 
Q7.  Please indicate the brood from the young queen NOT the one she has replaced. 
Q8.  If none of the queens went into winter, what was the outcome or reason?  e.g. Further supersedure, 

drone layer, lost, united colonies etc. 
 
 
Any observations/comments: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many thanks for your help.  Jim 
Please email the completed survey to jimnorfolk@btinternet.com 



Around the Divisions 
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan 
to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Wednesday 11th February  -  ‘Quiz Night’.  RAFA Club, Horsham at 7:30pm for 8pm.  Further de-

tails from Melvyn Essen: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or the Central Sussex website: 
www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 
 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 10th February - ‘AGM followed by a film and social evening’.  7:30pm at the Fishbourne 

Centre, Blackboy Lane, Fishbourne, Chichester, PO18 8BE.  
Further details from Henrietta Currey: secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s website: 
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th February - Jim Ryan’s Wax Workshops, Hampers Green Community Centre, Pet-

worth.  Details in the December Newsletter.  Further details from Sue Elliott: sj.elliott@ukgateway.net 
or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division 

Thursday 12th February - ‘The Queenless Colony’, lecture by Ian Homer at the Ferring Village Hall.  

7:30pm.  Further details from Phil Carter:  philange5180@btinternet.com  or the WBKA website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 

... and Dates for your Diary 

Monday 16th February - Lecture by Michael Palmer ‘The Sus-

tainable Apiary’.  Loconfield Hall, Petworth.  Full details in last 
month’s County News. 

Saturday 28th February - WSBKA Annual Convention.  Full de-

tails on the WSBKA website and in the December Divisions’ News-
letters.   

Saturday 7th March - Wisborough Green Division’s ‘Beginners’ and Improvers’ Day’.  Pulborough Vil-

lage Hall.  Full details in last month’s Newsletter, and on the Wisborough Green and County websites. 

Saturday 11th & 25th April - Central Sussex Division’s ‘Introduction to Beekeeping’.  Article in last 

month’s Newsletter and on the Central Sussex and County websites. 

Monday 13th April - ‘Biological Clues For Good Bee Management’.  Lecture by Prof. Keith Delaplane 

from the University of Georgia, USA at Leconfield Hall, Petworth 7:30pm.  Free to WSBKA members. 

17th, 18th & 19th April - BBKA Spring Convention.  Harper Adams University, Newport, Shropshire.  

Full details on the BBKA website www.bbka.org.uk/news_and_events/spring_convention.php 

Saturday 25th April - WSBKA Annual Bee Market & Auction at Brinsbury Campus, Pulborough.  Details 

in this Newsletter and on the website. 

‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 
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http://www.centralsussexbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
mailto:philange5180@btinternet.com
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk


Examination Success 

CONGRATULATIONS to all those members who achieved success in re-
cent Module examinations: 
Anne Dennig (Wisborough Green) - Pass in Module 1, Honeybee Man-
agement.  Gordon Allan (Wisborough Green) and Tom Moore 
(Wisborough Green) - Pass in Module 2, Products and Forage, Gordon 
with Credit and Tom with Distinction.  As Tom has now passed 4 Mod-
ules he has achieved ‘Intermediate Theory’ and with his ‘General Hus-
bandry’ qualification is now a ‘Qualified Beekeeper’.  James Norfolk 
(Chichester) - Pass in  Module 7, Honeybee Selection & Breeding with Credit and Hans Weijman 
(Wisborough Green) - Pass in Module 1, Honeybee Management.  
 

Roger and Marion Brooks  
examsecretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk  
 
A reminder from Roger and Marion that they need any applications for the March Modules to be with 
them by 1st February.  
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Bee Market & Auction - 25th April 

 
The Annual Bee Market & Auction will be the next major 
event for the Association following this month’s Conven-
tion.  A small army of volunteers is needed to run this event 
successfully and if you are available to help with a variety of 
tasks including assisting in the Auction Ring or serving tea 
and coffee please contact me. 
 
Details are now on the WSBKA website so if you have sur-
plus equipment you wish to sell download the Lot Entry 
Form and Guidance Notes.  Closing date for entries is 15 th 
April or when 300 lots have been registered. 
 
Sue Cooper will again be running her very popular plant 
stall.  Your contributions are appreciated as ever so if you 

can help please contact Sue on 01798 870 461 for more details. 
 
Worthing Division will again be running a tombola for the benefit of the WSBKA exchequer and all prize 
donations will be gratefully received.  Worthing also has a number of books for sale which they will be 
selling in the Sussex Restaurant during the day. 
 
As always, your support is greatly appreciated.   
 

Graham Elliott  
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk    01403 752493 or mobile 07761 349281 

Auction moved to the car park after the heavy rain 
last year 

mailto:grahammt@tiscali.co.uk


Jim’s Jottings 

Chairman, Jim Norfolk continues his jottings for the County News 

 
Annual Delegate Meeting  After the events of the Special Delegates’ Meeting 

in December, I wasn't sure what to expect from the ADM.  Tom Moore was our 
delegate at the ADM last year and I understand things got a bit lively.  Would there 
be blood on the floor this time, would the meeting be hi-jacked?  One member 
from Wiltshire had sent round no fewer than 4 separate very long e-mails to all 
delegates making various claims and allegations.  How might they affect matters?  
Was this whistle blowing or mail bombing?  Either way I felt it inappropriate since I 
am answerable to West Sussex members not Wiltshire and binned it. 

 
Sorry to disappoint, but the meeting was very calm and polite and well chaired, 

keeping things tight but allowing a certain amount of leeway when discussion required it.  It was quite 
clear that the Executive Committee had taken on board much of the comment from the SDM.  In particu-
lar the accounts were well presented by the new treasurer and received unanimous approval.  An inde-
pendent investigation had been held into the rather alarming allegation of fraudulent misuse of FERA 
funding raised at the SDM.  No fraud could be found, with the only criticism being that some costs had 
been misallocated to the wrong cost centres.  A full report will be circulated to ADM delegates in due 
course.  There was a general feeling that now was the time to get behind the committee and several peo-
ple spoke to that effect.  After voting in four trustees for four vacancies and one new member onto the 
Examinations Board, the meeting moved on to the main business after a very short break for lunch. 

 
Propositions  There were 19 propositions and with time for presentations and subsequent debate it 

was difficult to see how we would be out by the 5pm deadline, when the hall was to be cleared.  An inter-
esting mix of propositions, four were about neonicotinoids, but most were on procedural matters and 
only 3 were actually about beekeeping and beekeepers, two of which were ours, the third being about 
sugar processing and sweet factory waste being accessible to bees, not a problem we have down here but 
worthy of support none the less.  The rules on seconding appear to have been relaxed so far that some 
associations misinterpreted this to mean it would be OK on the day and as a result no fewer than 4 propo-
sitions including the one on sugar, were rejected due to lack of a seconder.  Some delegates will have 
some explaining to do when they get home.  Further time was saved when it became clear that 2 of the 
propositions had already been covered by the finance presentation and were withdrawn and it became 
clear that other propositions could be referred to the Executive Committee to deal with.  That left only 10 
which were debated and voted on.  

 
So how did we vote?  34 votes to 25 the meeting voted to put up the capitation by £1. 

59:2 we voted to install some sort of whistle blowing policy, which was also supported by the EC.  The de-
tails are to be worked out in discussion with Associations. 
36:22 we voted to ask the Exam Board to look at grading the results of the Basic Assessment.  It subse-
quently turns out that this was something they were already working on, so our proposition was timely. 
34:27 we agreed to the EC’s proposal for regional BBKA meetings on neonicotinoids when the EFSA re-
view and results of ongoing studies were available. 
A proposal to poll the membership on their views on neonicotinoids was narrowly rejected 29 for 30 
against and 10959:11251 on a membership vote, as was a second proposal to apply the precautionary 
principle to neonicotinoids 30:30 with 11039:11368 on a membership vote.  However the meeting did 
vote that the BBKA should support continuation of the EU moratorium on neonicotinoids by 35 votes to 21. 
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We’re on the web: 

www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 
Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available on the website. 
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A proposition to poll the members on compulsory registration on Beebase was defeated 23:32 against.  In 
West Sussex this is currently down to individual divisions to organise. 
By 32 to 25 the meeting voted on our proposition to instruct the BBKA to seek a ban on the importation 
of honeybees and honeybee products to reduce the risk of Small Hive Beetle reaching the UK. 
Finally we voted 55:6 to allow Oldham and District Beekeeper's Association to become a separate Area 
Association.  This was in response to Manchester becoming a charitable company. 

 
And yes, we did finish at 5pm but as we left the hall it became clear that the meeting had missed a tea 
which had been put out for us and all been cleared away.  I sat at the back and had sneaked out earlier for 
what is sometimes euphemistically called a comfort break and helped myself to a cup and a piece of cake 
on the way back.  I wasn't the only one, it was a very long meeting, but overall worthwhile if only to note 
that the BBKA management now seems to be getting a grip on things and is back on track. 

 
One point of note is that last year's Surrey proposition was heeded and as a result the ADM will be moved 
to June to fit in with the financial year.  That should make the long drive easier, but may not be easy to fit 
into the beekeeping and sailing season! 

 

Jim 
 

chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

mailto:jimnorfolk@btinternet.com

